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PHIL CLAPP, PRESIDENT, LAURA HOULGATTE, CEO, INTERNATIONAL UNION OF 

CINEMAS KEYNOTE ADDRESS – CINEEUROPE 2023 – 19 JUNE 2023 

 

GOOD AFTERNOON EVERYONE - ON BEHALF OF UNIC, THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF 

CINEMAS, WE ARE DELIGHTED TO WELCOME YOU TO CINEEUROPE 2023.  

 

IT’S GREAT TO SEE SO MANY FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES HERE WITH US IN BARCELONA 

TO ONCE AGAIN CELEBRATE THE BIG SCREEN EXPERIENCE.  

 

WITH OUR COLLEAGUES AT THE FILM EXPOS GROUP WE’VE WORKED HARD TO BRING YOU 

A PACKED WEEK OF SCREENINGS, SLATE PRESENTATIONS, SEMINARS, PANELS AND OF 

COURSE A CUTTING-EDGE TRADE SHOW. 

 

AS EVER WE HAVE SOUGHT TO BRING YOU A WEEK OF ENGAGING AND INFORMATIVE 

PANELS AND SEMINARS. 

 

JUST THIS MORNING, WE KICKED OFF THE SHOW WITH THE LAUNCH OF THE UNIC PEOPLE 

PROGRAMME  - MORE ON THAT LATER – AND THEN HEARD LEADING INDUSTRY 

EXECUTIVES SET OUT THEIR VISION FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR SECTOR. 

 

AND TOMORROW WILL SEE THE FIRST OF TWO SEMINARS DELIVERED BY OUR HEADLINE 

SPONSOR - THE COCA-COLA COMPANY – , SESSIONS THAT HAVE OVER A NUMBER OF 

YEARS BECOME ‘DON’T MISS’ EVENTS AT CINEEUROPE.  

 

AND 2023 IS NO EXCEPTION. 

 

EARLY TOMORROW, COKE WILL BRING TOGETHER A PANEL LOOKING AT ‘SHAPING AND 

UNDERSTANDING CONSUMER BEHAVIOUR AND SUSTAINABILITY’. AND THEN ON 

WEDNESDAY MORNING A SECOND SESSION TITLED ‘FROM EXPOSURE TO EXPERIENCES’.   

 

TOMORROW ALSO, OUR CINEEUROPE FOCUS SESSIONS WILL LOOK AT TWO TOPICS 

IMPORTANT TO CINEMA OPERATORS AND THEIR PARTNERS, SPECIFICALLY AN IN-DEPTH 

LOOK AT THE CURRENT STATE OF FILM PIRACY BEFORE WE TALK ABOUT SUSTAINABLE 

CINEMA DESIGN.  

 

DURING THE REST OF THE WEEK, SEMINARS ORGANISED BY THE I.C.T.A. WILL LOOK AT 

DIFFERENT FACETS OF THE EVER-CHANGING WORLD OF CINEMA TECHNOLOGY. 
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AND DON’T FORGET TO VISIT THE TRADE SHOW FLOOR – WHERE WE NOW HAVE A GREAT 

NEW BAR TO WELCOME YOU TOO (BUT PLEASE PACE YOURSELVES…) 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU, OUR COLLEAGUES AND PARTNERS, FOR YOUR SUPPORT.  

OF COURSE ANOTHER KEY ELEMENT OF THE WEEK WILL BE THE SLATE PRESENTATIONS 

AND SCREENINGS. THANK YOU ONCE AGAIN TO OUR PARTNERS IN FILM DISTRIBUTION 

FOR BRINGING US SUCH EXCEPTIONAL FILM CONTENT.  

 

STARTING TODAY WITH LIONSGATE, UNIFRANCE AND, FOR THE FIRST TIME, MUBI,  OVER 

THE NEXT FOUR DAYS YOU’LL SEE NO FEWER THAN NINE EXCLUSIVE SLATE 

PRESENTATIONS.   

 

SO PUT ALL OF THESE IN YOUR DIARY – AND WHO KNOWS WHERE THERE MIGHT ALSO BE 

A COUPLE OF SURPRISES ALONG THE WAY.  

 

NO ONE IN THIS ROOM NEEDS TO BE REMINDED OF THE STRONG PERFORMANCE OF THE 

EUROPEAN CINEMA SECTOR IN 2022 – PROVING BEYOND DOUBT THAT AUDIENCES JUST 

LOVE THE BIG SCREEN – PARTICULARLY WHEN A DIVERSE RANGE OF FILMS IS ON OFFER .  

 

OVERALL EUROPEAN CINEMA ADMISSIONS WERE UP BY AROUND 36 PER CENT, THAT’S 809 

MILLION VISITS ACROSS THE REGION, WITH BOX OFFICE UP 55.3 PER CENT AT AN 

ESTIMATED €5.7 BILLION.  

 

AS YOU CAN SEE HERE, ALMOST ALL UNIC TERRITORIES RECORDED IMPRESSIVE GROWTH.  

 

A PARTICULAR SHOUT OUT TO AUSTRIA – WHERE BOX OFFICE WAS UP 96 PER CENT - 

LITHUANIA – 133.5 PER CENT - AND SLOVENIA – A STAGGERING 182 PER CENT.  

 

AND THE PICTURE IN MAJOR EUROPEAN FILM TERRITORIES LIKE FRANCE, THE UK AND 

GERMANY WAS NO LESS POSITIVE, WITH BOX OFFICE UP BETWEEN 62 AND 93.5 PER CENT.  

 

WE WOULD LIKE TO GIVE HERE A SPECIAL MENTION TO OUR UKRAINIAN COLLEAGUES.  

 

WE STRUGGLE TO IMAGINE THE CHALLENGES THE LAST YEAR HAS BROUGHT TO YOU, 

WHICH MAKE THE NUMBERS HERE ALL THE MORE IMPRESSIVE.  
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YOU HAVE OUR UNWAVERING SUPPORT AND SOLIDARITY.  

 

IN MANY TERRITORIES, THE CONTINUING RECOVERY RECEIVED A SIGNIFICANT BOOST 

FROM NATIONAL CINEMA DAYS. 

 

ALREADY A TRADITION IN A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES, NATIONAL CINEMA DAYS WERE 

SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHED IN MANY OTHERS FOR THE FIRST TIME, ATTRACTING NEW 

AUDIENCES TO THE BIG SCREEN. AND BEING FOR MANY CINEMA-GOERS A RALLYING CALL 

TO RETURN FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE THE PANDEMIC. 

 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE CONTINUED SUCCESS OF THESE EVENTS IN 2023 AND BEYOND. 

 

AND OF COURSE LOCAL TITLES ALSO PLAYED A KEY ROLE IN LAST YEAR’S SUCCESS, MOST 

IMPRESSIVELY IN FRANCE WHERE THEY ENJOYED A MARKET SHARE OF 41 PER CENT. 

 

AND BULGARIA, SLOVENIA AND CZECHIA ALL ACHIEVED A HIGHER NATIONAL SHARE OF BOX 

OFFICE IN 2022 THAN IN PRE-COVID YEARS. 

 

IN ROMANIA, TWO DOMESTIC FILMS MADE THE TOP TEN FOR THE FIRST TIME, WITH THREE 

LOCAL PRODUCTIONS FEATURING IN NORWAY’S BOX OFFICE TOP TEN.  

 

SO GOING FORWARD, YOUR MUST-SEE MOVIES SHOULD NOW DEFINITELY INCLUDE A 

CZECH COMEDY, A NORWEGIAN CHRISTMAS TALE AND A DANISH DRAMA.  

 

A PARTICULAR THANK YOU HERE TO OUR FRIENDS AT COMSCORE, WHOSE SUPPORT HAS 

ALLOWED US TO MONITOR WEEKLY EUROPEAN BOX OFFICE RESULTS, HIGHLIGHTING THE 

VALUE OF NATIONAL, EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL RELEASES ACROSS THE REGION. 

 

FOR ALL OF THE VALUE OF LOCAL CONTENT, WE SHOULD ALSO OF COURSE CELEBRATE 

THE CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY OUR COLLEAGUES AT THE US STUDIOS.  

 

“IT'S NOT THE PLANE SIR, IT'S THE PILOT”.  
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YES, TOP GUN: MAVERICK, 2022’S HIGHEST-GROSSING FILM, TOOK $1.49 BILLION AT THE 

GLOBAL BOX OFFICE, TOPPING THE CHARTS IN THE UK AND SWEDEN WHILE COMING 

SECOND IN FRANCE AND GERMANY.  

  

IT WAS FOLLOWED BY THREE MORE HITS - JURASSIC WORLD: DOMINION, DOCTOR STRANGE 

IN THE MULTIVERSE OF MADNESS AND MINIONS: THE RISE OF GRU.  

 

AND THEN IN DECEMBER, THOSE BLUE PEOPLE HIT OUR SCREENS AGAIN (NO, NOT THE 

SMURFS, MORE OF THEM LATER).   

 

AVATAR: THE WAY OF WATER GROSSED $798 MILLION ACROSS EMEA AND $2.3 BILLION 

GLOBALLY, BECOMING THE HIGHEST GROSSING FILM OF ALL TIME IN EMEA AND THE THIRD-

BIGGEST FILM OF ALL TIME GLOBALLY.  

 

THESE FILMS AND SO MANY OTHER TITLES OVER THE LAST YEAR HAVE PROVEN AGAIN THAT 

ONLY CINEMAS CAN ATTRACT THE BIGGEST AUDIENCES AND CREATE GLOBAL EVENTS.  

 

AND ALREADY IN 2023 WE’VE SEEN SOME FANTASTIC NEW RELEASES WHICH HAVE WOWED 

AUDIENCES. 

 

DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS: HONOUR AMONG THIEVES AT THE START OF THE YEAR WITH 

OVER $208M WORLDWIDE AS OF END OF MAY.  

 

THE SUPER MARIO BROS MOVIE WITH $1.3BN GLOBALLY. GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY VOL 

3 WITH $820M. JOHN WICK 4 WITH $430M. SPIDERMAN ACROSS THE SPIDERVERSE WITH 

$489M. 

  

THE LIST GOES ON. 

 

ON THE BASIS OF AUDIENCE RESPONSE SO FAR IN 2023, GOWER STREET ANALYTICS HAVE 

PUT PROJECTED GLOBAL BOX OFFICE FOR THE YEAR AT $32 BILLION, UP 10 PER CENT FROM 

ITS EARLIER ESTIMATE.  AND THEY’RE OPTIMISTIC THAT THAT FORECAST WILL ONLY 

INCREASE.  

 

IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF 2023, EMEA WAS THE HIGHEST GROSSING SUB-REGION OF THE 

GLOBE THANKS TO THE EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE OF MULTIPLE MAJOR MARKETS SUCH 
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AS THE NETHERLANDS, AUSTRIA, FRANCE, GERMANY. AND THIS POSITIVE TREND 

CONTINUED IN MAY WITH THE INTERNATIONAL MARKET (EXCLUDING CHINA) REACHING THE 

SAME BOX OFFICE LEVEL AS THE COMPARABLE MONTH IN 2017-2019.  

 

AND THERE’S MORE TO COME.  

 

HERE’S JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF THE EXCITING FILMS THAT WILL HIT OUR CINEMAS 

LATER THIS YEAR.  NOT JUST BLOCKBUSTER TITLES FROM THE US STUDIOS BUT ALSO TOP 

LOCAL RELEASES.  

 

WHETHER YOU’RE BARMY FOR BARBIE (WE KNOW WHO YOU ARE) OR A GLUTTON FOR  

GORE – THERE SHOULD BE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!  

 

BUT AFTER THE LAST FEW YEARS, YOU COULD SURELY FORGIVE EUROPEAN CINEMA 

OPERATORS FOR WANTING MORE. MORE DIVERSITY. AND MORE AUDIENCE-FRIENDLY 

FILMS.  

 

ALL YEAR ROUND. 

 

THAT’S JUST ONE REASON WHY WE’RE DELIGHTED TO SEE THE MOVE OF MAJOR 

STREAMING COMPANIES SUCH AS AMAZON AND APPLE INTO THE THEATRICAL SPACE IN 

RECENT MONTHS. 

 

YOU’LL HEAR MUCH MORE ON THAT LATER THIS WEEK. 

 

AND THE EMERGENCE TOO OF POWERHOUSE DISTRIBUTORS SUCH AS A24, PRODUCING 

DIVERSE AND AUDIENCE-FRIENDLY FILMS THAT BRING IN NEW AND PERHAPS SOMETIMES 

UNDER-SERVED AUDIENCES.  

 

THE SUPPORT SHOWN BY THOSE COMPANIES – AND THE DEFINITE SENSE FROM STUDIO 

PARTNERS IN BOTH WORDS AND ACTIONS THAT THEY TOO ARE ONCE AGAIN ‘ALL IN’ FOR 

THE BIG SCREEN EXPERIENCE - IS FURTHER CONFIRMATION THAT THE THEATRICAL 

MODEL WORKS FOR EVERYONE.  

 

FOR AUDIENCES, IT’S UNQUESTIONABLY THE BEST WAY TO EXPERIENCE A FILM.  
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FOR THE INDUSTRY, IT’S THE BEST WAY TO MAXIMISE REVENUES AND REDUCE THE 

THREAT OF FILM THEFT.  

 

AND FOR THE CREATIVE COMMUNITY, THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR SEEING THEIR WORK 

SHARED ON A BIG SCREEN WITH A ROOM OF STRANGERS.  

 

CINEMAS ARE THE ULTIMATE SPACE TO SHOWCASE QUALITY FILMS AND CREATE MEMORIES 

THAT WILL LAST LONG AFTER THE CREDITS ROLL. NOTHING ELSE COMES NEAR. 

 

BUT DON’T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT. 

 

CINEMAS ARE SPACES WHERE CULTURAL DIVERSITY FLOURISHES. CINEMAS ARE AT THE 

HEART OF THEIR COMMUNITIES, A UNIQUE PLACE WHERE PEOPLE MEET TO LAUGH, CRY, 

AND SCREAM TOGETHER.  

 

WE WANT TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE INCREDIBLE RESILIENCE AND PASSION OF OUR 

INDUSTRY COLLEAGUES AND OUR MEMBERS’ CEASELESS AMBITION TO OFFER THE BEST 

EXPERIENCE TO AUDIENCES.  

 

THE  RELENTLESS APPETITE FOR INNOVATION – AND THE SIGNIFICANT LEVELS OF 

INVESTMENT THAT ACCOMPANY IT – TELL US OUR INDUSTRY IS CONFIDENT IN THE 

FUTURE.  

LATER THIS WEEK, WITH OUR PARTNERS AT BOXOFFICE PRO, WE WILL AGAIN CELEBRATE 

THOSE CINEMA OPERATORS WHO HAVE MADE THE CUT FOR THE GIANTS OF EXHIBITION: 

EUROPE LISTING, RANKING THE TOP 50 EUROPEAN CINEMA GROUPS BY SCREEN COUNT.  

 

THIS YEAR’S RANKING IS LED BY ODEON CINEMAS GROUP WITH NEARLY 2,500 SCREENS 

ACROSS THE UK AND IRELAND, FINLAND, GERMANY, ITALY, NORWAY, PORTUGAL, SPAIN, 

AND SWEDEN.  

 

CINEWORLD, VUE INTERNATIONAL, AND LES CINÉMAS PATHÉ GAUMONT ROUND OUT THE 

TOP FOUR.  

 

TAKEN AS A WHOLE, THE 51 COMPANIES LISTED IN THE ‘GIANTS OF EXHIBITION’ ARE 

HEADQUARTERED IN 20 COUNTRIES AND OPERATE ACROSS MORE THAN 38 TERRITORIES. 
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THERE CAN BE NO CLEARER EVIDENCE OF THE STRENGTH AND DIVERSITY OF THE 

EUROPEAN CINEMA INDUSTRY. 

 

FROM IMMERSIVE SCREENING ROOMS, TO STUNNING SCREENS AND SOUND SYSTEMS, 

COMPLEMENTED BY PREMIUM LEVELS OF COMFORT, THEY AND SO MANY OTHER CINEMA 

OPERATORS LARGE AND SMALL ARE LEADING THE WAY.  

 

OF COURSE UNIC HAS ALSO BEEN WORKING ON OTHER PROJECTS.  

 

AS MENTIONED EARLIER, THIS MORNING SAW THE LAUNCH OF THE NEW UNIC PEOPLE 

PROGRAMME, A CONCERTED EFFORT TO SUPPORT ALL UNIC EXHIBITOR MEMBERS AS 

THEY RISE TO THE CHALLENGE OF RECRUITING AND RETAINING OUR MOST PRECIOUS 

RESOURCE. THE PEOPLE WHO BRING THE BIG SCREEN EXPERIENCE TO THEIR LOCAL 

COMMUNITIES. 

 

THANK YOU TO FERCO AND GENERATION MEDIA, OUR STRATEGIC ADVISORS IN THIS NEW 

ENDEAVOUR. 

 

THIS IS THOUGH SOMETHING ON WHICH WE WILL WANT TO WORK WITH EVERYONE IN THIS 

ROOM, SO PLEASE VISIT THE UNIC WEBSITE TO FIND OUT MORE. 

 

THE PEOPLE PROGRAMME BUILDS ON OUR WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP MENTORING 

PROGRAMME, WHICH THIS YEAR SAW A SEVENTH COHORT OF 12 MENTEES AND MENTORS 

ADDED TO OUR GROWING POOL OF SUCCESS STORIES.  

 

GOOD LUCK TO THEM AND HUGE THANKS TO IMAX AND VISTA GROUP,  OUR JOINT 

‘CHAMPIONS OF THE PROGRAMME’, SUPPORTING UNIC’S VISION OF ACHIEVING A MORE 

DIVERSE AND INCLUSIVE CINEMA INDUSTRY. 

 

AND NOW A QUICK WORD ABOUT THE LAND THAT BROUGHT YOU JEAN-CLAUDE VAN 

DAMME, THE SMURFS, THE MANNEKEN PIS (WHO LOVES DRESSING UP), WAFFLES AND 

KEVIN DE BRUYNE (NOT NECESSARILY IN THAT ORDER). 

 

MANY OF YOU WILL KNOW THAT UNIC’S PRINCIPAL PURPOSE IS TO REPRESENT THE VIEWS 

OF CINEMA EXHIBITION WITH EUROPEAN LAW-MAKERS IN BRUSSELS. NEXT YEAR, WE WILL 
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HAVE A NEW EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND A NEW EUROPEAN COMMISSION, WITH A LOT 

OF NEW FACES.  

 

WE WILL, AS EVER, HIT THE GROUND RUNNING TO ENSURE THAT EU POLICY-MAKERS AND 

POLITICIANS  GET THE FULL PICTURE AND THAT THE INTERESTS OF OUR INDUSTRY ARE 

PROTECTED AND CELEBRATED.  

 

SO A HUGE THANKS TO ALL OUR MEMBERS, OUR PARTNERS, AND TO THE SMALL BUT 

MIGHTY UNIC TEAM FOR ALL YOUR WORK, DEDICATION AND SUPPORT – LAURE, SONIA 

AND KAMIL.  

 

A HUGE THANKS ALSO TO BOB AND ANDREW AND OUR FRIENDS AT FILM EXPOS GROUP, 

FOR THEIR EXTRAORDINARY WORK AND CONTINUING GREAT PARTNERSHIP.  

 

LET’S CONTINUE TO BRING EUROPEAN AUDIENCES TOGETHER TO SHARE IN THE 

UNMATCHED BIG SCREEN EXPERIENCE.  

 

HAVE A GREAT CINEEUROPE 

 

THANK YOU.  


