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PHIL CLAPP, PRESIDENT, LAURA HOULGATTE, CEO, INTERNATIONAL UNION 
OF CINEMAS 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS – CINEEUROPE 2022 – 20 JUNE 2022 
[CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY] 
 
GOOD AFTERNOON EVERYONE - ON BEHALF OF UNIC, THE INTERNATIONAL 
UNION OF CINEMAS, WE ARE DELIGHTED TO WELCOME YOU TO 
CINEEUROPE 2022.  
 
THE PAST TWO YEARS HAVE BEEN A ROUGH RIDE FOR EVERYONE IN THE 
INDUSTRY. SO IT’S EVEN MORE SPECIAL TO SEE SO MANY OF YOU – FRIENDS 
AND COLLEAGUES – HERE WITH US IN BARCELONA TO CELEBRATE THE BIG 
SCREEN EXPERIENCE.  
 
AND WHAT A WEEK WE HAVE AHEAD! SCREENINGS, SLATE PRESENTATIONS, 
SEMINARS, PANELS, AND A CUTTING-EDGE TRADE SHOW. 
 
WE STARTED THIS MORNING WITH A SESSION CALLED RE-IMAGINING THE 
BIG SCREEN EXPERIENCE. THEN WE HEARD FROM LEADING INDUSTRY 
EXECUTIVES ABOUT THEIR SHARED VISION FOR THE FUTURE.  
 
WE ARE HUGELY GRATEFUL TO ALL WHO MAKE THESE SESSIONS POSSIBLE, 
THROUGH THEIR PARTICIPATION AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT, SUCH AS OUR 
HEADLINE SPONSOR, THE COCA-COLA COMPANY.  
 
TALKING OF WHICH, THE FIRST OF THE HUGELY POPULAR COCA-COLA 
SESSIONS KICKS OFF TOMORROW MORNING, WITH ‘PHYSICAL FIGHTS 
BACK’, AND THEN A SECOND SESSION ON ‘RESTORATION RETAIL’ ON 
WEDNESDAY.   
 
STARTING TOMORROW AND RUNNING THROUGH TO THURSDAY MORNING, 
OUR CINEEUROPE FOCUS SESSIONS ZOOM IN ON KEY TOPICS FOR CINEMA 
OPERATORS AND THEIR PARTNERS.  
 
FIRST, WE’LL TAKE AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT AUDIENCES AND HOW WE CAN 
CONTINUE TO BEST SERVE THEM. WE’LL THEN HAVE A SERIES OF 
SPOTLIGHT SESSIONS – WHERE WE’LL TALK ACCESSIBILITY, PIRACY, 
FESTIVALS, AND DATA.  
 
DURING THE REST OF THE WEEK, PANELS AND SEMINARS ORGANISED BY 
THE I.C.T.A. WILL LOOK AT DIFFERENT FACETS OF THE EVER-CHANGING 
WORLD OF CINEMA TECHNOLOGY. AND DON’T FORGET TO VISIT THE TRADE 
SHOW FLOOR!  
 
THANKS TO ALL OF YOU, COLLEAGUES AND PARTNERS, FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
– WE COULD NOT DO IT WITHOUT YOU.  
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU MUST GO TO OUR PARTNERS IN FILM DISTRIBUTION 
FOR BRINGING US SUCH AMAZING CONTENT.  
 
STARTING WITH STUDIOCANAL AND UNIFRANCE, WE’LL SEE NO FEWER THAN 
8 EXCLUSIVE SLATE PRESENTATIONS AND FOUR GREAT FILMS. THE SLIDE 
BEHIND ME SHOWS WHEN EACH OF THESE PRESENTATIONS AND 
SCREENINGS TAKES PLACE, SO MAKE SURE THEY’RE IN YOUR DIARY.  
 
WE’RE DELIGHTED TO WELCOME, FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME, THE WINNER 
OF THE 2022 CANNES FILM FESTIVAL PALME D’OR – TRIANGLE OF SADNESS. 
IT’LL MAKE YOU LAUGH, IT’LL MAKE YOU WINCE AND MORE THAN ANYTHING, 
YOU’LL NEVER WANT TO GET ON A YACHT AGAIN. OR FOR THE FIRST TIME.  
 
LAST YEAR’S STRONG PERFORMANCE BY THE EUROPEAN CINEMA SECTOR 
SENT A CLEAR SIGNAL THAT AUDIENCES ARE BACK – PARTICULARLY WHEN 
A DIVERSE RANGE OF NEW FILMS IS ON OFFER – AND THAT CINEMAS HAVE 
RE-TAKEN THEIR POSITION AT THE HEART OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES. 
 
EUROPEAN CINEMA ADMISSIONS INCREASED BY AROUND 36 PER CENT, 
WITH OVER 590 MILLION VISITS ACROSS THE REGION. BOX OFFICE REACHED 
CLOSE TO AN ESTIMATED €3.7 BILLION, AN INCREASE OF 41 PER CENT ON 
THE PREVIOUS YEAR.  
 
ALL THIS WHEN MOST SCREENS WERE SHUT FOR THE FIRST SIX MONTHS 
OF THE YEAR AND OPERATING FOR THE REMAINDER UNDER LIMITED 
OCCUPANCY AND ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS. 
 
MAJOR TERRITORIES SUCH AS THE UK, FRANCE, POLAND AND SPAIN 
ENJOYED STRONG RESULTS IN 2021, FIRMLY SETTING THEMSELVES ON THE 
ROAD TO RECOVERY.  
 
WE ALSO WITNESSED INCREDIBLE GROWTH IN SMALLER MARKETS 
INCLUDING BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA AND GEORGIA.  
 
WE’RE OF COURSE NOT YET AT THE LEVELS OF SUCCESS WE SAW BEFORE 
THE PANDEMIC, WHEN IN 2019 EUROPEAN CINEMAS SAW A RECORD 1.34 
BILLION ADMISSIONS.  
 
BUT THE STRENGTH OF THE RECOVERY IS CLEAR AND GROWING BY THE 
DAY.  
 
AS YOU CAN SEE BEHIND ME, THE RELEVANCE AND SUCCESS OF LOCAL 
EUROPEAN RELEASES HAS NEVER BEEN MORE APPARENT THAN DURING 
RECENT CHALLENGING YEARS.  
 
IN MANY UNIC TERRITORIES, IT WAS LOCAL TITLES ABOVE ALL OTHERS THAT 
FUELLED THE RECOVERY, MOST IMPRESSIVELY IN THE BALKANS WHERE 
THE SERBIAN TITLES TOMA AND JUZNI VETAR 2 CONTRIBUTED TO TRIPLE-
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DIGIT GROWTH IN CROATIA, SERBIA, MONTENEGRO AND BOSNIA AND 
HERZEGOVINA.  
 
LOCAL FILMS ALSO FEATURED IN NATIONAL TOP FIVE LISTINGS EARLIER 
THIS YEAR IN FRANCE, ITALY, FINLAND, CZECH REPUBLIC, NORWAY, SPAIN 
AND POLAND. 
 
WITH THE SUPPORT OF COMSCORE, WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO MONITOR 
WEEKLY EUROPEAN BOX OFFICE RESULTS, HIGHLIGHTING THE VALUE OF 
NATIONAL, EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL RELEASES ACROSS THE 
REGION. 
 
WHILE WE CELEBRATE THOSE LOCAL SUCCESSES, LET’S NOT OF COURSE 
OVERLOOK THE CONTRIBUTION MADE BY US STUDIO COLLEAGUES.  
 
LOOKING FIRST AT 2021, NO TIME TO DIE FROM UNIVERSAL WAS THE 
LEADING TITLE IN ADMISSIONS FOR THE YEAR, WITH OVER 34 MILLION 
TICKETS SOLD ACROSS THE REGION. THE OTHER BIG WINNERS WERE 
SONY’S SPIDER-MAN: NO WAY HOME, WARNER BROS’ DUNE, UNIVERSAL’S 
F9 AND SONY’S VENOM: LET THERE BE CARNAGE.  
 
TOGETHER, THESE TITLES ATTRACTED AROUND 100 MILLION VISITORS, 
UNDERLINING THE FUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE OF NEW CONTENT FOR 
AUDIENCES. SEVERAL OF THESE TITLES BROKE NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL BOX-OFFICE RECORDS.  
 
IN DECEMBER 2021, SPIDER-MAN: NO WAY HOME HIT A MULTITUDE OF 
MILESTONES ON ITS OPENING WEEKEND, INCLUDING THIRD BIGGEST 
WORLDWIDE BOX OFFICE DEBUT OF ALL TIME AND THE SECOND BIGGEST 
OPENING OF ALL TIME IN THE US. IT GROSSED OVER $1.89 BILLION AT THE 
GLOBAL BOX OFFICE, MAKING IT THE SIXTH HIGHEST-GROSSING FILM EVER.  
 
AND ALREADY IN 2022, WE’VE SEEN A NUMBER OF RELEASES STRIKE A 
MAJOR CHORD WITH CINEMA AUDIENCES. 
 
UNCHARTED AT THE START OF THE YEAR. 
 
AND THEN BATMAN AND DOCTOR STRANGE, WHICH RESPECTIVELY 
GROSSED OVER 770 AND 942 MILLION DOLLARS GLOBALLY.  
 
BUT, EVEN MORE RECENTLY, TOP GUN MAVERICK. SOME OF THE OLDER 
PEOPLE IN THE AUDIENCE MIGHT REMEMBER THE FIRST FILM. AT SOME 
POINT, ICEMAN CHALLENGES MAVERICK AND ASKS “WHOSE SIDE ARE YOU 
ON?”  
 
WELL, THERE’S NO DOUBT WHOSE SIDE TOM CRUISE IS ON, WITH THAT TITLE 
SO FAR GROSSING 885 MILLION DOLLARS AT THE GLOBAL BOX OFFICE.  
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AND LET’S NOT FORGET JURASSIC WORLD:DOMINION, WHICH HAS BEEN 
GROSSING 622 MILLION DOLLARS GLOBALLY. PEOPLE LOVE SEEING OTHER 
PEOPLE BEING EATEN BY DINOSAURS. WHY WOULDN’T THEY?  
 
AND THERE’S MORE TO COME.  
 
YOU’LL SEE ON THE SCREEN A SMALL SELECTION OF THE EXCITING FILMS 
THAT WILL HIT OUR CINEMAS LATER THIS YEAR.  THESE INCLUDE NOT JUST 
BLOCKBUSTER TITLES FROM THE US STUDIOS BUT ALSO A RANGE OF 
ENGAGING LOCAL RELEASES. 
 
THE HUGELY IMPRESSIVE BOX OFFICE FIGURES WE’VE SEEN SO FAR – AND 
THE PROMISING PREDICTIONS FOR 2022 – ARE PROOF OF THE RESILIENCE 
OF THE GLOBAL CINEMA SECTOR, UNDERPINNED BY AN INSATIABLE PUBLIC 
APPETITE FOR THE BIG SCREEN EXPERIENCE.  
 
WE ALL KNOW THAT THE BIG SCREEN EXPERIENCE IS VERY SPECIAL. BUT 
IT’S ALWAYS BETTER TO HEAR THAT FROM PEOPLE WHO ARE MAYBE A 
LITTLE BIT BETTER KNOWN TO THE PUBLIC THAN ARE MANY OF US  – NO 
OFFENCE TO ANYONE OUT THERE.  
 
CINEMAS ARE SPACES WHERE CULTURAL DIVERSITY FLOURISHES. THEY 
ARE AT THE HEART OF THEIR COMMUNITIES, A UNIQUE PLACE WHERE 
PEOPLE CAN MEET TO LAUGH, CRY, GET SCARED TOGETHER.  
 
SOMETIMES ALL IN ONE MOVIE. 
 
AND ALL THAT’S NOW MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER AFTER WHAT WE’VE 
BEEN THROUGH THE PAST COUPLE OF YEARS.  
 
WE WANT TO ACKNOWLEDGE THOSE WHO SUPPORTED OUR SECTOR – THE 
GOVERNMENTS ACROSS EUROPE THAT PROVIDED VITAL FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT AND, OF COURSE, THOSE STUDIOS AND DISTRIBUTORS WHO 
SHOWED FAITH IN THE SECTOR AND BROUGHT THEIR FILMS TO THE BIG 
SCREEN.  
 
TOGETHER, WE NEED TO CONTINUE TO HELP ENSURE THE SURVIVAL OF 
LOCAL CINEMAS, WHATEVER THEIR SIZE AND LOCATION. 
 
AND FOR SOME EUROPEAN TERRITORIES, THE CHALLENGES ARE NOT JUST 
ECONOMIC – WE WOULD LIKE TO GIVE HERE A SPECIAL MESSAGE OF 
SUPPORT TO OUR UKRAINIAN COLLEAGUES.  
 
WE CAN ONLY IMAGINE THE CHALLENGES THE LAST FOUR MONTHS HAVE 
BROUGHT YOU.  
 
YOU HAVE OUR UNDYING SUPPORT AND SOLIDARITY AND A FIRM 
COMMITMENT THAT WHEN THE TIME COMES, WE WILL BE IN THE VANGUARD 
OF THOSE LOOKING TO HELP YOU REBUILD YOUR CINEMAS. 
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WHILE NO ONE WOULD HAVE CHOSEN TO EXPERIENCE THE CHALLENGES 
OF RECENT TIMES, THEY HAVE IN TRUTH PROVEN A NUMBER OF THINGS. 
FIRSTLY – AS PROVEN BY THE PRESENCE OF SO MANY OF YOU HERE TODAY, 
THE RESILIENCE OF OUR SECTOR. BUT EVEN MORE SO, THOSE 
EXPERIENCES HAVE PROVEN BEYOND DOUBT THE VALUE AND RELEVANCE 
OF THE THEATRICAL MODEL.  
 
FOR AUDIENCES IT PROVIDES THEM WITH AN UNPARALLELED OPPORTUNITY 
TO SEE A FILM AS ITS DIRECTOR INTENDED – ON THE BIG SCREEN AS PART 
OF A SHARED COMMUNAL EXPERIENCE. 
 
BUT ALSO FOR THE INDUSTRY, MAXIMISING REVENUES AND REDUCING THE 
THREAT OF FILM THEFT INHERENT IN DAY-AND-DATE AND OTHER EARLY IN-
HOME RELEASE MODELS, CANNIBALISING REVENUES FOR ALL.  
 
THE EVIDENCE OF THE NUMBERS IS NOW CLEARER THAN EVER AND IS 
THANKFULLY NOW BEING FULLY REFLECTED IN THE DECISIONS MADE BY 
COLLEAGUES IN FILM DISTRIBUTION.  
 
THEATRICAL WORKS. FOR ALL OF US. FOR EXHIBITORS, FOR DISTRIBUTORS, 
FOR PRODUCERS, AND FOR THE PUBLIC.  
 
WE AT UNIC HAVE BEEN DOING OUR UTMOST TO SUPPORT YOU 
THROUGHOUT RECENT CHALLENGING TIMES.  
 
IN ADDITION TO ALL OUR ACTIVITIES, COVID AND NON-COVID RELATED, WE 
HAVE EXPANDED OUR MENTORING PROGRAMME. WE’LL ADD ANOTHER 
COHORT OF 11 PAIRS FOR OUR SIXTH YEAR.  
 
WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT IMAX AND VISTA GROUP ARE PRINCIPAL 
SPONSORS. AS JOINT SPONSORSHIP PARTNERS, THEY ARE OUR 
‘CHAMPIONS OF THE PROGRAMME’, SUPPORTING UNIC’S MISSION TO 
ACHIEVE A MORE DIVERSE AND INCLUSIVE CINEMA INDUSTRY. 
 
TOGETHER WITH BOXOFFICE PRO, WE HAVE ALSO RELEASED IN RECENT 
DAYS THE INAUGURAL GIANTS OF EXHIBITION: EUROPE LISTING, RANKING 
THE TOP 50 EUROPEAN CINEMA GROUPS BY SCREEN COUNT.  
 
THIS YEAR’S RANKING IS LED BY ODEON CINEMAS GROUP WITH NEARLY 
2,500 SCREENS ACROSS THE UK AND IRELAND, FINLAND, GERMANY, ITALY, 
NORWAY, PORTUGAL, SPAIN, AND SWEDEN. THE TOP FOUR IS ROUNDED 
OUT BY CINEWORLD (UK), VUE INTERNATIONAL (UK), AND LES CINÉMAS 
PATHÉ GAUMONT (FRANCE).  
 
AND A QUICK MENTION FOR MULTIPLEX CINEMAS OF UKRAINE, STANDING 
PROUDLY AT NUMBER 26 IN THE LIST. 
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TAKEN AS A WHOLE, THE COMPANIES LISTED IN THE ‘GIANTS OF CINEMA: 
EUROPE’ HAVE HEADQUARTERS BASED IN 18 TERRITORIES AND OPERATE 
ACROSS MORE THAN 35 TERRITORIES. THERE CAN BE NO CLEARER 
EVIDENCE OF THE STRENGTH AND DIVERSITY OF THE EUROPEAN CINEMA 
INDUSTRY. 
 
AND A QUICK WORD ABOUT THE LAND THAT BROUGHT YOU MATTHIAS 
SCHOENAERTS, TINTIN, THE DARDENNE BROTHERS AND YES, AUDREY 
HEPBURN. 
 
(I BET YOU DIDN’T KNOW THAT).  
 
MANY OF YOU WILL KNOW THAT UNIC’S PRINCIPAL PURPOSE IS TO 
REPRESENT THE VIEWS OF CINEMA EXHIBITION WITH EUROPEAN LAW-
MAKERS IN BRUSSELS. NOW MORE THAN EVER, WE NEED TO ENSURE THAT 
EU POLICY-MAKERS AND POLITICIANS GET THE FULL PICTURE AND THAT 
THE INTERESTS OF OUR INDUSTRY ARE PROTECTED AND CELEBRATED.  
 
SO A HUGE THANKS TO ALL OUR MEMBERS OUR PARTNERS, AND THE 
UNIQUE – YES, PUN INTENDED –  UNIC TEAM FOR ALL YOUR WORK, 
DEDICATION AND SUPPORT.  
 
HUGE THANKS ALSO TO BOB AND ANDREW AND ALL OF OUR PARTNERS AT 
FILM EXPO GROUP, FOR THEIR EXTRAORDINARY WORK AND FOR 
CONTINUING OUR GREAT PARTNERSHIP.  
 
IN CONCLUSION, ALL YOU WILL SEE AND HEAR THIS WEEK WILL MAKE 
CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT CINEMAS ARE NOT ONLY HERE TO STAY. 
 
WE’RE HERE TO GROW AND TO CONTINUE TO BRING AUDIENCES TOGETHER 
ALL OVER THE WORLD TO SHARE IN THE UNMATCHED BIG SCREEN 
EXPERIENCE.  
 
HAVE A WONDERFUL CINEEUROPE  
 
THANK YOU.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


