
 

CINEMA-GOING IN EUROPE IN 2022 

EUROPEAN CINEMAS HIT 55.6% BOX OFFICE GROWTH IN 2022 

Brussels: 15 February 2023 - The International Union of Cinemas (UNIC), representing European cinema trade 

associations and operators, has today released preliminary estimates for 2022 box office and admissions across the 

territories it covers. 

UNIC’s overview represents the first wide-ranging assessment of European cinema’s performance last year. Detailed 

final data for each UNIC territory will be released in Spring 2023.  

European cinemas saw a further strong recovery in 2022 and, while final figures for several territories are still to be 

confirmed, UNIC estimates that admissions increased at least by 36.5% and that total box office for the year will exceed 

€5.6 billion – a rise of 55.6% in Europe compared with 2021. In the EMEA region as a whole, box office increased from 

€4.4 billion to €6.6 billion, according to Gower Street Analytics. 

Box office results for Austria (+96% compared with 2021), Czech Republic (+94%), Lithuania (+133%) and Slovenia 

(+149%) demonstrate the strength of the sector’s recovery in recent months. France, the UK and Germany witnessed 

box office increases of between 62% and 92.5% on the previous year, further reducing the gap on pre-COVID levels. 

Spain and Italy were up 50% and 81% respectively, although their recovery compared with 2017-2019 results appear 

slower than other European markets. 

Compared with 2019’s record year for cinemas, estimated admissions in 2022 across Europe were down 40.3% and box 

office was an estimated 34.4% lower. In the EU and UK, estimated admissions and box office were 35.1% and 30.8% 

respectively lower compared with 2019.  

The figures were affected by factors including a lower number of US titles released in 2022 compared with 2019, COVID 

restrictions which lasted until June 2022 in some territories, a very slow start to the year, a weak summer slate due to 

a lack of new releases, and the impact of the Russia/Ukraine war.  

Box office was mainly driven by major international titles including Avatar: The Way of Water, Top Gun: Maverick, Jurassic 

World: Dominion, Minions: the Rise of Gru and Black Panther: Wakanda Forever. Top Gun: Maverick, 2022’s highest-

grossing film, took $1.488 billion at the global box office, topping the charts in the UK (£78.2 million) and Sweden 

(€10.567 million) while coming second in France (€55.736 million) and Germany (€35.536 million). Avatar: The Way of 

Water has taken more than $2.214 billion at the global box office to date – making it the fourth-biggest film of all time – 

proof of cinemas’ capacity to attract audiences and create global events.  

Local titles also played a key role in 2022’s success, most impressively in France (40.9% of market share), Czech Republic 

(33.5%), Denmark (26%) and Finland (25.2%). National market share by admissions in Slovenia was 18%, the highest 

since the country’s independence 32 years ago. 

Three local productions featured in Norway’s 2022 box office top 10 – Krigsseileren, followed by Olsenbanden- Siste 

skrik! and Teddybjørnens jul. In Romania, two domestic films made the top 10 – Teambuilding, a satire on the business 

world, was the most popular Romanian film in 2022 while the comedy Mirciulică came in fourth. In Spain, Padre no hay 

más que uno 3 grossed €745,000 with more than 108,000 admissions on its opening day, making it the best debut for 

a Spanish film in the domestic market since 2015.  

Other than new releases, national Cinema Days also helped boost admissions across a number of UNIC territories. In 

France, more than 3.2 million people enjoyed the Big Screen experience during the Fête du Cinéma, a performance 4% 

above average admissions for the three previous pre-pandemic editions. In Germany, the first KINOFEST brought in 

almost 1.1 million visitors, the best weekend performance of 2022. In Italy, more than 1.13 million admissions were 

registered for the first Cinema in Festa, a 123% increase on the same weekend in 2021 and a 317% increase on the 

previous weekend. The first national Cinema Day in the UK and Ireland attracted 1.46 million and 153,000 visitors 

respectively. Greece, Norway, Sweden, Poland and the Netherlands were among other European countries which 

organised their own national cinema day. 

https://gower.st/articles/gower-street-estimates-2022-global-box-office-hit-25-9-billion/
https://www.unic-cinemas.org/de/ressourcen/aktuelles/blog/detail/record-134-billion-visits-to-european-cinemas-in-2019/


 
“The figures clearly show that European cinemas are on the road to full recovery. A constant supply of new and diverse 

titles will be crucial for continuing to drive box office and admissions forward in 2023,” said UNIC CEO Laura Houlgatte.  

Early results this year already confirm that positive trend. In January 2023, the EMEA region recorded the highest-

grossing month since the same month in 2020, with box office revenue at approximately €821 million.  

Gower Street Analytics forecast box office revenue this year of $7.062 billion (+7% on 2022) and $29 billion (+12%) for 

EMEA and globally respectively.  

Attachments 

Table with tentative market performance indicators for 2022 (where available). 

Notes for editors 

UNIC is the European trade grouping representing cinema exhibitors and their national trade associations across 39 

European territories. More information available on unic-cinemas.org. 

Sources 

UNIC members. Complementary information from Comscore, Gower Street, CY (DJK Group), CZ (Unie Filmovych 

Distributoru), BG (Национален филмов център), EE (Eesti Filmi Instituut & Baltic Films Co-operation Platform), FR 

(Centre National du Cinéma et de l’Image Animée), GR (Ελληνικό Κέντρο Κινηματογράφου), HU (Nemzeti Média- és 

Hírközlési Hatóság), IE (Pearl&Dean), LU (Centre national de l’audiovisuel), LV  (Nacionālais kino centrs & Baltic Films 

Co-operation Platform), PT (Instituto do Cinema e do Audiovisual), RU (Russian Cinema Fund Analytics, Nevafilm 

Research), UK (Media Business Reports). 

Contact 

International Union of Cinemas (UNIC) 

lhoulgatte@unic-cinemas.org 

  

http://www.unic-cinemas.org/
file:///C:/Users/kamil/Downloads/lhoulgatte@unic-cinemas.org


 
  BOX OFFICE  

(MILLION, IN LOCAL CURRENCY) 

ADMISSIONS  

(MILLION) 

 

COUNTRY (CURRENCY) 2022 2021 2021-2022 

CHANGE 

2022 2021 2021-2022 

CHANGE 

NATIONAL 

FILMS' SHARE 

ALBANIA (ALL) 183.6 105.0 74.9% 0.3 0.2 84.4% 17% 

AUSTRIA (EUR) 103.2 52.7 96.0% 10.0 5.2 92.2% 3.5% 

BELGIUM (EUR) 123.1 70.6 74.3% 13.5 7.6 76.7% n/a 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

(BAM) 

7.2 6.8 6.8% 1.1 1.1 0.7% 8% 

BULGARIA (BGN) 41.9 24.7 69.8% 4.0 2.6 55.0% 14.2% 

CROATIA (HRK) 124.1 88.3 40.6% 3.2 2.5 32.1% 5% 

CYPRUS (EUR) 3.8 2.3 65.1% 0.5 0.3 65.2% n/a 

CZECH REPUBLIC (CZK) 2,115.0 1,088.9 94.2% 13.5 7.1 89.0% 33.5% 

DENMARK (DKK) 994.1 654.6 51.9% 10.2 6.8 49.3% 26% 

ESTONIA (EUR) 16.3 8.2 98.1% 2.3 1.4 68.0% 19.7% 

FINLAND (EUR) 72.3 43.5 66.3% 5.8 3.4 70.2% 25.2% 

FRANCE (EUR) n/a 672.4 n/a 152.0 95.5 59.2% 40.9% 

GEORGIA (GEL) 14.2 6.3 126.2% 1.3 0.6 127.5% 13.8% 

GERMANY (EUR) 694.0 360.4 92.5% 73.5 40.3 82.7% 19.9% 

GREECE (EUR) 37.5 19.5 92.6% 5.5 3.1 79.2% 5.5% 

HUNGARY (HUF) 17,571.5 9,700.1 81.1% 10.1 6.2 61.2% 5% 

IRELAND (EUR) 91.2 47.2 93.2% 10.5 5.8 80.2% 5% 

ISRAEL (ILS) 386.9 275.9 40.2% 12.1 8.4 44.6% 8.0% 

ITALY (EUR) 306.6 169.4 81.0% 44.5 24.8 79.6% 19.7% 

LATVIA (EUR) 11.2 3.1 267.5% 1.7 0.5 255.9% 6.7% 

LITHUANIA (EUR) 18.1 7.8 133.4% 3.0 1.3 123.8% 20% 

LUXEMBOURG (EUR) 8.0 4.9 62.3% 0.8 0.5 51.2% 2.4% 

MONTENEGRO & SERBIA (RSD) 1,759.5 1,492.7 17.9% 3.6 3.4 8.8% 17% 

NETHERLANDS (EUR) 258.5 142.0 82.1% 25.0 14.2 76.0% 14.5% 

NORTH MACEDONIA (MKD) 67.4 41.0 64.3% 0.3 0.2 56.3% 5% 

NORWAY (NOK) 1,106.0 678.4 63.0% 8.8 5.7 54.7% 23.1% 

POLAND (PLN) 817.7 530.9 54.0% 42.8 29.0 47.3% 19.8% 

PORTUGAL (EUR) 55.4 30.6 80.8% 9.6 5.5 75.1% 5.1% 

ROMANIA (RON) n/a 101.7 n/a n/a 4.7 n/a n/a 

RUSSIA (RUB) 23,700.0 40,700.0 -41.8% 83.2 145.8 -42.9% 52.1% 

SLOVAKIA (EUR) 28.0 12.4 126.6% 4.3 2.0 112.7% 12.1% 

SLOVENIA (EUR) 10.1 4.1 148.8% 1.6 0.7 118.2% 14% 

SPAIN (EUR) 379.0 252.3 50.2% 61.2 41.4 47.8% 22% 

SWEDEN (SEK) 1,389.4 798.2 74.1% 10.4 6.0 73.6% 16% 

SWITZERLAND (CHF) 143.3 87.9 63.1% 9.1 5.6 62.5% 4.5% 

TURKEY (TRY) 1,350.4 285.3 373.4% 36.3 12.5 191.0% 46% 

UK (GBP) 904.0 557.9 62.0% 117.3 74.0 58.5% 15% 

UKRAINE (UAH) 1,155.2 1,749.5 -34.0% 9.1 15.8 -42.7% 6.5% 

EU27 & UK (EUR) 
   

643.0 392.5 63.8% 
 

EUROPE (EUR) 
   

796.0 583.2 36.5% 
 

 
National Films’ Share: By box office. 

Belgium: Estimates, final numbers to be published soon. 

Germany: Comscore preliminary data. 

France: Estimates, box office data not fully available, national market share by admissions. 

Italy: Cinetel data (95% of the market). 

Montenegro and Serbia: Figures are combined due to local industry practice. Individual results for both countries will be shared in Spring 2023. 

Romania: No figures currently available. 


